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Tools and Supplies
See my book and e-book, “Face Painting Tips and Designs, A Beginners Guide to Going
Professional” for a full list of the basic supplies.

Paints and Powders
To create the look of metal jewelry, I use one of the
many metallic paints. These come in cakes, and in powders
that you mix as needed with a special mixing liquid.
The most vibrant are the metallic powders; see the
base on the silver image to the right. The two most
common are …

How To Create 3-D Effects
Trompe-L'œil
For some of my designs I simply take a pretty glass craft
“jewel” and glue it on with eyelash adhesive. So simple and
easy, and I don’t need to worry about making it look 3-D. A
wonderful timesaver – see the dragon necklace to the left
(more about gluing jewels on at the end of this chapter).
But the rest of the jewelry piece still needs the illusion
created. So, we use the art technique of trompe-l'œil, a French
word meaning to 'trick the eye.' This technique is a way to
make two-dimensional things appear in three dimensions,
mainly with shading and highlights.

Shading and Highlights
Highlights and shading are extremely important in making every aspect of your creation seem
3-D instead of flat.
See the photo the cobblestone glass jar I painted below. I am showing it to you in black
and white to help you focus just on the shadows and highlights. The dark images on each side
are created with caulking, then painted
in browns to look like wood. They are
corners of the “window frames” of my
cobblestone cottages. The caulking
makes them raised about 1/8 to a ¼ of
an inch off of the surface. But see
those cobblestones themselves? They
seem to have as much depth as the
windows frame. But, I created those
only with paint. They are …

Shadows, Highlights and Realism
Highlighting and shadows can also be enhanced with lighter and darker colors, other
than just black and
white. To make
your jewels and
precious stones
seem real …

Designs Tips
Fooling the Mind’s Eye
In trompe-l'œil, keep in mind how we are going to fool the mind’s eye
into thinking jewelry. Even if my re-creation of it is not perfect, the
viewer’s mind will fill in the details, without realizing it, if it is easily
recognizable as jewelry.
Jewelry is made with hundreds of materials: gold, silver, wood,
beads, glass, stone, live flowers, the list is probably endless. If you
paint the look of fresh flowers on your model, viewers will just think a
body or face painter has painted flowers on someone. But if you
create a diamond brooch in …

Creating Your Version of the Designs
Once you find a photo of a piece of jewelry you like, create a sketch of just how you
want it to appear on the skin.
For instance, a necklace can only hang so many ways on the neck. If the piece you want
to duplicate is of a brooch or pin, think how you might make it look as if it is were hanging like a
necklace. Where will the ‘chain’ connect to the piece? Will you need to extend a wing here, or a
jewel there?
Necklaces, for the most part, lay into a half circle or …

(see all six photos in full version of book)

Step-by-Step Designs
I use the same process for most of my designs, as shown in this first Step-by-step in the
previous section, for the Silver Dragon Necklace. Refer back to these steps as you work on
other designs. I have included this easy design, as a great place for you be begin learning.

Ruby Heart With Wings Circlet and Necklace
Lay down the general
outline with white paint
and a small detail brush.

Add the base colors.

Add highlights and
shadows with colors.

Add black shadows using a
black pressed powder like
Mehron’s StarBlends.

With a fine detail brush, metallic white and flat white, add the white highlights. Finally,
with a fine detailer define the design with tiny, intermittent black lines, softened with a damp
brush.
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